
NOVEMBER 11, 2008  
ANDOVER TOWNSHIP 

 RECREATION COMMITTEE                     
     
 The regular meeting of the Andover Township Recreation Committee was called 
to order at 7:35 p.m. by Chairperson Helene Reczka with the following members present: 
Mike Morel, Dick Lagg, Ed Burgio, Jodi Halteman, Patti Clark, Brian Robinson and 
Janet Bardello.     
 
OPENING STATEMENT:  The Chairman noted compliance with Chapter 231, P.L. 
1975 as being met.                              
  
MINUTES:  Mike Morel made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 14, 2008 
meeting.  Dick Lagg seconded the motion, all in favor. 
  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  No public was present.  Meeting was closed to the public. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE SENT: 
 
1. Mr. Baggs/Andover Regional   Fax re recreation activities newsletter 
 Superintendent 
  
2. Andover 7th & 8th Grade Students  Letter and permission slip for dance 
 
3. Chief Coleman    Memo re police appearance at dance 
 
4. Chief Danielson    Letter re Santa  
 
5. Dan Freed, Open Space Chair   Letter re support for open space  
       acquisition loans/grants 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 
 
1. US Sports     Copies of program evaluations 
 
2. Township Engineer    Copy of memo re installation of  
       standpipe for Hillside Barn 
     
 We reviewed Correspondence Sent.  The correspondence re the upcoming teen 
dance will be discussed under New Business.  Question arose regarding the person who 
will be our Santa at the children's party on December 7th.  The Director assured everyone 
that Andover Township Fire Chief Eric Danielson has promised to have this covered for 
us.  We all remembered that last year was the last time that Jim Doran would be our 
Santa.  Jim and his family moved out of state since then.  The Director will follow up 
with Chief Danielson to make sure nothing slips between the cracks.   
 
 Next we discussed the letter of support for open space acquisition loans/grants.  
The Director was asked by Dan Freed, Open Space Chair to put together a letter and 
unfortunately he needed it immediately upon request.  The Director put a letter together 
quickly and submitted it.  Mike Morel also worked on a letter but Mr. Freed could not 
wait for Mike's letter.  We all agreed that the letter that was submitted was satisfactory. 
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At this time, Mike Morel made a motion to file Correspondence Sent. Ed Burgio 

seconded the motion, all in favor. 
  
 We reviewed Correspondence Received.  We all commented on the positive 
parental evaluations from the summer sports camp.  It was noted that there was only one 
negative comment.  We will have the US Sports Camps back in the township next 
summer.  We will have the all-sports camp and a week of tennis camp.  The Director will 
work on the schedule for these camps with the representative from US Sports.  Next we 
discussed the correspondence from Township Engineer, Joe Golden regarding the 
installation of a standpipe for the Hillside Park Barn.  This will be extremely helpful in 
case of a fire at the building.  It probably will help with the Township's insurance rates 
also.   

At this time, Brian Robinson made a motion to file Correspondence Received.  
Jodi Halteman seconded the motion.  All in Favor. 
 
OLD BUSNESS: 
 
1. Report on the Skating Rink/Basketball Court Facility:  Everyone agreed that the 
newly renovated rink has come out beautiful.  The boards look great, the surface is 
perfect for both hockey and basketball and the stripping came out great for both hockey 
and basketball.  The new basketball backboards and nets are up and this spring the courts 
will no doubt be in high demand.  We need to have the Road Department take down the 
old basketball hoops in the lower parking lot.  That will give additional spaces for 
parking.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Finalize Plans for Teen Dance, Bus Trip, Children's/Adult's Holiday Parties:  
Chairperson Reczka asked the members if they would be available to chaperone the 
dance on Friday evening.  Jodi Halteman, Helene Reczka, Brian Robinson, Mike Morel 
and Ed Burgio said they would be there.  Dick Lagg might have a conflict but he will try 
to be there also.  Jackie and Gerry Huelbig will also be on hand.  We will have a couple 
of visits from our township Police Officers on duty to let the kids know that Big Brother 
is watching!  We will have the usual mini pizzas, cookies, soda and bottled water.  Our 
usual DJ, Scott Both will be there.  The Student Council will determine the charitable 
donation the kids will be expected to bring.   
 
The Director asked for an opinion from the members regarding whether we should have 
the tables in the barn taken down for the dance.  In past years, by holding the dance on 
the night before the annual school craft fair, meant the tables would not be in the room 
because the school used them for the craft fair.  This year, the school purchased their own 
tables and will no longer need ours. So after some discussion it was decided that we 
would ask the Road Department personnel if they would assist us by taking the 12 tables 
down and store them in the kitchen during the dance.  Not having the tables available for 
the kids to congregate around keeps them up and dancing which is the goal for the 
evening.  We will have to put the tables back up when the dance is concluded. 
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At this time, the Director reported that the two buses reserved for the NYC bus 
trip scheduled for Saturday, December 6th are completely booked and there is a waiting 
list of 15 people.   Jackie will oversee one bus and Ed will oversee the other.  For the 
children's party on Sunday, December 7th we have decided to have a couple of arts and 
crafts tables set up so that we can keep the kids occupied while waiting to see Santa.  
Helene will have her soccer team come to be our Santa's helpers.  There will be another 
meeting just prior to the party on Tuesday, December 2nd.  We will meet at the barn to 
decorate the tree and hold our meeting.  The school chorus will again perform at the party 
and we will have cup cakes and cookies and drinks for everyone.  We will have a holiday 
toy to give each child along with candy canes after they visit with Santa.  We will hand 
out color coded tickets to see Santa so that should help in keeping people in line in an 
orderly fashion.  The Director will be at the building at 12 noon to begin setting up.  The 
chorus usually arrives around 1 pm and then the doors are open to the public at 1:15 and 
the singing begins at 1:30.  Santa is due to arrive via fire truck at 2 pm. 

 
The adult holiday party for all employees and volunteers will be held at the barn 

on Friday, December 12th at 6 pm.  The Phoebus family will provide the entrée and the 
Recreation Committee will provide the appetizers, soda, mixers, ice and cups and paper 
goods.  It is a BYOB event.  Deputy Mayor Bob Smith is working on a slide show of all 
events and activities that have taken place in the township during the past year.  At the 
next meeting we can finalize the plans for the adult party. 

 
2.   Review of 2008 rentals and fees:  We need to review our rental totals by category 
then discuss whether we will recommend to the Township Committee any increases for 
2009.  The Director gave the following information for 2008:  29 residents rented the 
building; 3 non-residents rented; 24 non-profit, in town organizations rented; 6 non-
profit, out of town organizations rented; 12 employees/members of boards rented for a 
total of 74 rentals.  For 2007 the breakdown was the following:  17 residents rented; 17 
non-residents rented; 13 non-profit in town rented; 12 non-profit out of town rented; 12 
employees/members of boards rented.   We all commented that for 2008 the fee for non 
residents was increased from $450.00 to $1000.00 which had a definite impact on that 
category for 2008.  We all felt that with the number of times the building was used by 
non-residents decreasing so dramatically meant that it was more readily available to town 
residents to use which is a good thing.  After discussion we decided that we would 
recommend that the fees stay at the 2008 rates for 2009.  The Director will send a memo 
to the Township Committee relaying that recommendation. 
 
 Dick Lagg asked if we knew when the newly renovated Hillside House will be 
available for use.  The Road Department needs to install some shelves for our storage 
needs and then put doors on the storage area that can be secured.  Everything else is 
completed.  We can work on a fee schedule for that building at our next meeting.  The 
Director informed the members that she is meeting with the representative from the SC 
YMCA tomorrow at the Hillside House to go over potential programs that they would run 
for our residents at that site.  These programs would begin in the spring.  We can hold our 
next meeting on December 2nd at the Hillside House so that everyone can see the 
building.  
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3.  Any discussions brought before the Committee by members present:   At this 
time, Patti Clark shared with the members a presentation made by her husband for the use 
of the property recently acquired by the township through the open space fund.  The 
property is located on Limecrest Rd.  The plans for use of this property included building 
a boat dock on Lake Iliff, a parking area and walking trails.  The proposed parkland 
development plans that Patti brought to the meeting were more extensive for this site.  
They included soccer, baseball/softball, etc. fields with parking.  Mr. Clark is familiar 
with the property from when he was on the Township Committee several years ago.  
Permits will have to be gotten from DEP to bring in fill for the field areas but if we just 
made fields with no electrical hook ups, no septics, no water it might work.  The site 
would have to be deed restricted to recreation use only.   This possibility was very 
attractive to the members.  The Director was asked to run these plans past the Township 
Engineer to see if he could look into a feasibility study.  Of course, we would also have to 
get support for this potential development plan from the Township Committee.  The 
Director will follow up on this. 
 
 Mike Morel gave the members a quick update on the parking lot lining project 
that Mike worked on for the township.  The plan has been given to the Road Department 
and will be given to the Finance Office along with the one quote for the lining that we 
have received.  This will be figured in the 2009 budget. 
   
APPLICATIONS: 
 
1. Dec. 13th - Williams/Isolatek - Holiday Party - Fee - $300.00 
 
2. Dec. 14th - Corby - Holiday Party - Fee - $300.00 
 
3. Dec. 20th - Kodrowski - Holiday Party - Fee - $300.00 
 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 At this time, there being no further business to discuss, Patti Clark made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.  It was seconded by Ed Burgio.  All in favor.                                                                                                                                    
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                             ____                                    ______ 
Helene Reczka, Chairperson      Jackie Huelbig, Secretary 
 


