
APRIL 8, 2008  
ANDOVER TOWNSHIP 

 RECREATION COMMITTEE                     
     
 The regular meeting of the Andover Township Recreation Committee was called 
to order by Chairperson Helene Reczka with the following members present: Mike 
Morel, Dick Lagg, Ed Burgio, Barbara Niedzinski, Jodi Halteman and new member Lisa 
Greebel.  Patti Clark was absent. Township Committee Liaison, Tom Walsh was present. 
 
OPENING STATEMENT:  The Chairwoman noted compliance with Chapter 231, P.L. 
1975 as being met.                              
  
MINUTES:  Barbara Niedzinski made a motion to approve the minutes of March 11, 
2008.  Ed Burgio seconded the motion, all in favor.   
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
The meeting was opened to the public.  As there was no one from the public at the 
meeting the meeting was closed to the public.  If it should be necessary we will reopen to 
the public at a later time during this meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE SENT/RECEIVED: 
 
1. Lackawanna LL/Andover Girls  Email re use of fields 
 Softball 
 
2. Andover Regional Schools   Flyer re Adult Dance 
 
3. NJHerald/Township Journal   Notice re Adult Dance 
 
4. Scott Both, DJ     Letter/voucher for DJ 
 
5. Magic of Marco    Contract for magic for dance 
 
6. Mayor and TC     Memo re Lisa Greebel membership 
 
7. Andover PTA     Flyer and application for Township 
       Talent Search to be distributed 
       To students participating with school 
       Variety show 
 
8. Janet Bardello, Wendy Ehehalt, Erin   Letter re Summer Program 
 Smith, Meghan Kilborn, Kyle Nixon 
 Courtney DeVito, Tara Nixon,  
 Jimmy Ehehalt, Ashley Worthington,  
 Chris Schnurr 
 
9. US Sports     Email and brochure info re multi  
       sports camp and tennis camp 
 
10.  Highland Soccer Club    Letter re use of field and insurance 
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At this time we reviewed all correspondence.  We reviewed use of the athletic fields. 
Liaison Walsh commented that the ordinance dictating the use of the fields by date 
prohibits play before April 15th of each year.  The consensus is that we need to make that 
date more flexible depending upon the condition of the fields and weather related issues.  
The ordinance will be amended to add that it will be at the discretion of the Road 
Department Supervisor to determine that the fields can be used between April 1st and  
April 15th.  It will also be at the discretion of the Road Department Supervisor to 
determine if the fields need to be closed for use due to field condition or weather related 
issues at any time during the year. 
 
Liaison Walsh also mentioned that it looks like another small soccer field can be added at 
the Goodale facility.  It will be a practice field near the new pole barn.  Also there is a 
chance that another small field could be added at the Andover Subacute site.  This is 
great news but there is a concern on how our Road Department personnel can handle 
maintaining all these fields.  The exact care that will be required to maintain these 
additional fields has to be determined. 
 
We discussed how the remotes for the new score boards will be made available to the 
Lackawanna Little League.  It was determined that the township attorney will make up a 
release form to be signed by the head of the program that will make the Lackawanna 
Little League responsible for any damage or loss of the remote while it is in their 
possession.  At the end of the season, the remotes will be returned for safe keeping at the 
Road Department office.  When they are turned in after use, Darren will have to check 
the remote out to make sure it is in correct working order before he accepts it. We also 
considered requiring a security deposit to be held in escrow for the remotes but after 
further discussion it was determined that at this time we will forgo the deposit and we can 
always revisit the idea of a security deposit at a future date if it is deemed necessary.  
 
We also discussed the fact that after July 1st of this year, there will be no state personnel 
on duty at the Kittatinny State Park due to budget cuts.  This will become a burden for 
our Police and Fire as well as Rescue services.  Due to this additional draw on the town's 
emergency services, this might be an opportune time for the township officials to 
approach the Green Acres Department to see if some kind of use agreement could be 
made between the township and the state for the use of part of the park for athletic fields.  
Obviously, the township would have to maintain the fields but it seems like some type of 
agreement could be worked out.  The town would be covering their responsibility by 
keeping the park area safe and they could return the favor by allowing the town's youth 
athletic programs use the much needed space that is located in the park and is just sitting 
in its natural state.  Getting the use of the strawberry fields was mentioned.  
Committeeman Walsh recalls that he was informed by former township officials that at 
an earlier date, there was an agreement made for the strawberry fields to fall back into the 
township's hands and that needs to be looked into at this time.  We need to check back 
with minutes from 2002/2003 from the Township Committee meetings that might refer to 
that possibility. 
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At this time, Barbara Niedzinski made a motion to file the Correspondence.  Dick Lagg 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
1. Updates on Skating Rink Improvements; Renovation of Old Police Headquarters: 
Ed Burgio submitted a proposal from DiMilia Sport Surfaces for the refinishing of the 
skating rink.  The quote was for $9,675.00 to furnish all labor, material and equipment 
for the color coating of the hockey rink/basketball court which would include power 
sweeping of the area of all foreign matter; supply and install 2 coats of "Street Ice" color 
coating for inline hockey rinks; layout and hand paint lines as needed for hockey; layout 
and hand paint lines for 2 full size basketball court.  He also submitted a proposal for the 
installation of 4 basketball systems at the hockey/basketball court for $12,800.00 which 
would include layout and dig holes as per manufacturer's directions; supply 4,5 9/16" 
round posts with a 6' extension into a concrete footing; after poles set, install 4, 42" x 72" 
steel rectangular backboards with heavy duty flex goals. 
 
 We all agreed that based upon the work that DiMilia Sport Surfaces did on the 
refurbishing of our tennis courts last year, we would not hesitate to work with this 
company once again.  Ed did mention that there is a crack on the courts that DiMilia will 
take care of.  We did discuss that we will need additional quotes for the same work in 
order to meet state requirements for this type of proposal process.  Ed is waiting for 
proposals from Rhino Sports and Snap Sports so that we can proceed with this.  Ed 
further mentioned that we would need our DPW to paint the boards on the inside white 
and secure any plywood that needs to be secured.  The gates have been taken care of and 
the 2 side gates need locks so that they can't be opened.  Both Ed and Mike felt that the 
proposal for the basketball systems is too high and they are looking into other suppliers 
for that equipment so that we can determine what a fair price would be.  We could 
purchase the equipment and have our DPW install if it is determined that they could 
handle this installation.   
 
 We need to determine which material for the backboards we would prefer.  There 
are options and we would need proposals for each type so that we can compare apples to 
apples.  We did briefly discuss the possibility of looking into having local businesses 
advertising on the boards.  Mike suggested that we look at the Newton Rink to see what 
we think of that facility that has advertising on the boards.  If it is determined that we 
want to go in this direction we can check with Newton to see how they run this program.  
We are hopeful that this improvement to the rink will actually take place this spring and 
summer. 
 

 The Hillside House renovation is almost complete.  At this time, Darren 
Dickinson has stated that he is waiting for the township officials that issue CO's and 
approvals for use to make inspections.  We will have to set up a fee schedule for use. 
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2. Finalize Plans for Adult Dance - April 11th:  We discussed the number of tickets 
sold and whether the number sold will actually translate into people coming to the dance.  
We know that people want to be generous to Harry's kids and we certainly can appreciate 
that but we also need to know that when the tickets have been purchased, the people 
purchasing the tickets will actually attend the dance.  We don't want a small turn out for 
all of the money we have put out for the dance.  We are spending $400 for the DJ and 
approximately $200 for food and supplies.  We did cancel the magician which would 
have been another $250.  We thought that was a prudent idea to try and save some 
money.  After discussion of who sold tickets, we came to the conclusion that we should 
have approximately 75 -100 people at the dance and that will be fine.  The Director will 
be picking food up from Costco on Thursday so we should have some good snacking 
food for everyone.  The one thing that was discussed is that every time we bring up the 
idea of an adult dance everyone is gung ho until we actually have to sell tickets and 
promote the dance and then actually attend.  It was agreed upon that unless this next 
dance is absolutely, over-the-top successful, we will not consider another adult dance in 
the next couple of years.  We need to set up for the dance beginning at 6:00 pm.  All 
members who are able to come need to be there at that time. 
 

3. Review of athletic field use: This was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Review of Plans for Family Fun Day - May 31st: We will hold the annual Talent 
Search beginning at 1:00 pm and have the Little Ms/Mr. Andover Twp. Contest follow at 
approximately 2:30 pm.  We have decided to move the Miss Andover Twp. Contest to 
Sunday, June 8th due to conflict with proms.  After the contests, we will have the music 
outside in the park along with activities for the kids who will include bounce house, 
magician, balloon animals, face painting and other type of activity that will appeal to kids 
from 8 and older.  The Director will check with the company that supplied the Titantic 
Slide last year for something like an obstacle course or something like that.  We will look 
into that.  We will have hamburgers, hot dogs, cold drinks.  We will offer the non-profits 
such as the scouts and athletic groups the opportunity to sell ice cream, pop corn, etc. The 
music will go from 4-7 pm.  We can fine tune the details at our next meeting. 
 
2. Any discussions brought before the Committee by members present:   We brought 
up the idea of replacing the baby swings at the park.  They are old and much worn and its 
time we considered this minor improvement. Mike Morel brought up the subject of 
parking at the park.  We need to be considering future improvements for parking as the 
use and activities at the park increase.  It's something we need to work on so we are 
prepared to handle this issue before it becomes a huge problem. We can look forward 
using the space for additional parking that is now utilized for the basketball court in the 
lower lot once the new courts are established in the rink. 
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APPLICATIONS: 
 
1. May 10th - Newton Braves Ice Hockey - Casino Night - Fee - $100 
 
2. May 18th - Matyola - Anniversary Party - Fee - $300 
 
3. June 22nd -  Hennighan - Family Party - Fee - $300 
 
4. Aug. 23rd - Davis - Family Party - Fee - $300 
 
5. Oct. 3/4 - Hopp - Wedding - Fee - $1,000 plus $500 for prior day 
 
6. Nov. 8th  - Takacs - Wedding - Fee - $300 
 
7. Nov. 29th - Pierson - Family Party - Fee - $300 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 At this time, there being no further business to discuss, Barbara Niedzinski made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm.  It was seconded by Jodi Halteman.  All in 
favor.                                                                                                                                    
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
                             ____                                    ______ 
Helene Reczka, Chair Person     Jackie Huelbig, Secretary 
 


